Sola Fide
A Faith that Liberates!




Do you believe in
Marriage? Why?

Does that mean
you are married?




"Faith is not a source of never-ending bliss. Faith
IS not a "solid foundation" to stand on. Faith is a
commitment to stick it out with God when life
becomes difficult. Faith is a constant resolution
to follow Christ and carry his cross, no matter
what. It is the great nevertheless of Ps. 73:23."
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"l have often spoken of two types of faith. Youidee
that Christ is such a man as described here iarthee
gospel and preached; but you do not believe th&d he
such a man for you. You question whether you have
and will have such from him, and you think: yesje
such a man for others like Peter, Paul, and thaspio
saints; but who knows how he stands to me and
whether | should perform the same for him and pyt m
trust in him as these saints? Behold, this kintawih

IS nothing; It neither receives nor tastes Christ

[In the Eucharist] and can also not feel any s
desire or love for himit Is a faith about g
and not afaith in Christ, itis a faith that = S
even the devils and all evil persons havel” W&




"Now we know that whatever the law says, it
says to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced and the whole
world held accountable to God. Therefore no one
will be declared righteous in God's sight by
observing the law; rather, througq the law we

become conscious of our sin

~ Romans 3:19-20




"But now apart from the law the righteousness of God
has been made known, to which the Law and the
Prophets testify. This righteousness Is given through
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no
difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are
justified freely by his grace through the redemption
that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a
sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his
blood—to be received by faith. He did this to
demonstrate his justice, because In his forbearance
he had left the sins committed beforehand
unpunished—he did it to demonstrate his justice at the
present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies
those who have faith in Jesus. "

~ Romans 3:21-26




"Where, then, Is boasting? It is excluded.
Because of what law? The law that requires
works? No, because of the "law" that requires
faith. For we maintain that a person is justified by
faith apart from observing the law. "

~ Romans 3:27-28




Though I lived as a monk without reproach, | fBHitt|

was a sinner before God with an extremely disturbed
conscience. | could not believe that he was placaye
my satisfactionl did not love, yes, | hated the
righteous God who punlshes sinnemd secretly, if

not blasphemously, certainly murmuring greatly asw
angry with God, and saitlAs if, indeed, It Is not
enough, that miserable sinners, eternally lostuiino
original sin, are crushed by every kind of calanmyy

the law of thedeca oguewithout having God add pain
to pain by the gospel and also by the gospe
threatening us with his righteousness and wfalrhus

| raged with a fierce and troubled conscience.
Nevertheless, | beat importunately upon Paul dt tha
place, dmos.t ardently desiring to know what St. Paul
wante




ast, by the mercy of God, meditating

day and night, | gave heed to the

context of the words, namel{in it

the righteousness of God is revealed S

as It Is written, He who through faith § -

IS righteous shall live.” There |

began to understand that the -

righteousness of God is that by whiclg

the righteous lives by a gift of God,

namely by faith And this is the f

meaning: the righteousness of God =S
revealed by the gospel, namely, the el S5
passive righteousness with which 5= P e
merciful God justifies us by faith, as it

IS written,“He who through faith is

righteous shall livé.




Here | felt that | was altogether born again andl ha
entered paradise itself through open galiere a
totally other face of the entire Scripture showisalf
to me. Thereupon | ran through the Scriptures from
memory. | also found in other terms an analogy, as,
the work of God, that is, what God does in us, the
power of God, with which he makes us strong, the

wisdom of God, with which he makes us wise, the
strength of God, the salvation of God, the glory of
God.

And | extolled my sweetest word with a love as gesa
the hatred with which | had before hated the word
“righteousness of GodThus that place in Paul was

for me truly the gate to paradise.Luther, 1518




WORD OF GOD




"How, then, can they call on the one they have
not believed in? And how can they believe in the
one of whom they have not heard? And how can
they hear without someone preaching to them?
And how can anyone preach unless they are
sent? As It Is written: "How beautiful are the feet
of those who bring good news!"

But not all the Israelites accepted the good
news. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed
our message?" Consequently, faith comes from
hearing the message, and the message Is heard
through the word about Christ."

~ Romans 10:14-17




WORD OF GOD




"Hearing we get from the church, believing we getrf
the Lord; the Word from the mother, the Spirit from
the Father; the voice from the preachers, the pawer
the impact from the Holy Spirit. The voice cals u
together, the Holy Spirit enlightens us and unites
with God.... (the believer) thus has both the words,
the oral and the spiritual.”

(Interpretation of Is 54:13, par 24, SL VI 739)




"Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood
of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us
through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we
have a great priest over the house of God, let us
draw near to God with a sincere heart in ful
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to

cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our
bodies washed with pure water.




Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for
he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how
we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are
In the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching. *

- Hebrews 10:19-25




EXPERIENCE
/REASON

WORD OF GOD




James W. Fowler's Faith Stages Theory

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
AND THE QUEST
FOR MEANING

JAMES W. FOWLER




Stage 1. |
The Intuitive -Projective stage.

Imagination




Narrative




Stage 3:
- Synthetic -Conventional.

ldentity
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Stage 4

~

Incivicuatlve

Boundaries




Paraclox
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qfr'J:‘ 0

Universealizing
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“Falin Is tne wedding ring
whnicn we nave pledged ourselves to Christ

WItnout neat and srroke,
so there 1s no faltn witnout love,



